
Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission Meeting 

December 12, 2018 6:30 pm 

3 Buckley Highway 

Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Present; Dave Mordasky, Deb Szemreylo, Don Bradway, Myron Avery, Amorette Biancha, Karl 

Milikowski, Bruce Dobson (A), 

Absent: Cate Tronsky, Steve Clark (A) 

Minutes: Meeting called to order by Chairman Mordasky at 6:31 PM followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Minutes from the November 14th meeting were review and the spelling of three names were corrected. 

Myron moved to correct the spellings and Don seconded, unanimously passed. 

Correspondence: Ref: from Dave Perkins Stafford ZED said that the zoning issue on Stafford Street for 

Foster Hill Farm was ruled in favor of. 

An Email from Lisa Houlihan in regards to the Agriculture web site that she was no longer able to post or 

enter anything as she did twice before. She has volunteered to assist as an administrator and moderator 

for additional and more frequent monitoring of the web site. A discussion was held that it was a good 

idea for additional assistance. The committee will vote on this at a later meeting, unfinished business. 

Agenda Items; Amorette Biancha spoke to the local elementary schools about the creation of 

introducing agriculture into the younger ages first. She will next be speaking with Mary Mitta 

Selectwomen on how to introduce the program similar to the one that Manchester schools have in 

place; this may include on site teachings, as well as bus trips to local in town Agricultural points of 

teaching and farms. It was mentioned to contact Joan Nichols of the Farm Bureau for teaching literature 

handouts. 

Bruce Dobson had handouts of proposed agricultural supporting businesses to insert into our pamphlet 

that were willing to be included as part of our farm map. He would be in contact with Amber about the 

creation of the insert map. 

Dave Mordasky attended an Historical committee meeting and inquired how we could highlight our 

historic farms in town. It was suggested by a Historical town committee member that we pick three 

farms to start with and develop the history. Deb Szemreylo made a motion to select the historical Avery 

Farm as the first farm of distinction, Don Bradway seconded the motion, unanimously passed. Some 

discussion was held and a motion was made by Bruce Dobson to Select the Judd Farm on Beffa Road and 

it was seconded by Myron Avery, unanimously passed. There was more discussion and a third farm, was 

chosen, a motion was made by Dave Mordasky to choose the current Foster Hill Farm and it was 

seconded by Bruce Dobson, unanimously passed. All of this the committee plans on adding to the 300th 

year anniversary next year, in addition to the tractor parade already listed with Amber Wakley as an 



event on Stafford Street. Open discussion was held about adding draft horses, Kim Milikowski will 

contact Amber Wakley for an update. 

Dave Mordasky suggested that other Agriculture committee members randomly attend other town 

meetings to tie into our meetings, as their agendas may have a correlation to what we are working on. 

Karl Milikoski presented a proposed written regulation for Medical Marijuana Production which the 

Zoning committee had tasked our Ag committee asking use to draw up a regulation. Deb Szemreylo 

made a motion to accept the regulations as written. We will now present the finalized proposal to Dave 

Perkins ZEO, who will present them to the Zoning Committee; a second was made by Bruce Dobson, 

unanimously passed. 

Bruce Dobson of Valley View Farm has volunteered space at his current business location for a 

Community Cooperative store for two years 2019-2020 to see if the community will support buying local 

and fresh. His staff will maintain the sales and monitoring. Mark Fonicello has concerns about the 

freshness of the produce and who would monitor it. 

Public discussion 

Roger Avery spoke to the committee about having the Farmers Market location moved to Sun Valley, he 

will speak to owners to confirm the day and time they may want to hold a market on their premise as 

there are 300 seasonal campers and it would be open to the public. 

We were notified that the SCFM was not going to be held in 2019 they voted not to continue the 

market. 

Don Bradway suggested that the farmers be available to the public to ask questions in an open forum. It 

was brought up that a booth at the well-attended Farm day may be a good place to have open dialogue 

with the community. 

Myron Avery made a motion to adjorn the meeting and it was seconded by Don Bradway, unanimously 

passed at 8:04 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Deb Szemreylo- for the absent SAAC Secretary 
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